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Background 

South Africa is a signatory for Convention for Biological Diversity (CBD) 

   and CBD is centred on 3 principles 

  1. Conservation of biological resources 

  2. Sustainable use of the biological resources 

  3. Equitable and fair sharing of benefits of the natural capital 

   which is also emphasised in Nagoya Protocol   

The African Countries also have a coordinated strategy on how to 

implement the Nagoya Protocol at Continental level 

Given the political history of Africa e.g. colonialism, the Nagoya Protocol 

might have redress benefits. 

 

Typical example: Apartheid regime resulted in Huge Socio-economic 

inequalities in people of South Africa  

 *** particularly in wildlife economy.   

AIMS: To elucidate how Game Industry Transformation Initiative  

can promote biodiversity conservation whilst also addressing  

the socio-economic issues in Eastern Cape Province, South 

Africa, AND outline the lessons learnt from implementation 

 



National Biodiversity Economy Strategy    

National Biodiversity Economy Strategy 2015 

Defining Principles of the strategy  



Implementation Tools: 

Policy and Strategy           Expression of interest  



Cont’d. Applications criteria  



Preliminary results: 

 

Response applications =  total of 21   

A = Tittle deeds of individuals  43% 

 

B = Community land  10% 

 

C = Long term lease (30yr)  19% 

 

D = Short term lease (less 10yrs) 19%  

 

E = Supporting institutions (Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University & 

Ezemvelo KwaZulu Natal Wildlife) 9%  

According to the Policy, land ownership was prioritised   



Property inspection and Evaluation: JULY – September 2016  

1. Ownership verification through 

Tittle deed 

2. Vegetation type & status as a primary  

resource for wildlife 

3. Presence of water systems as an  

essential resource 

4. Game infrastructure – game fencing 

5. Point of interest - Business plan e.g.  

ecotourism and random evidence on site 

6. Attributes of the property e.g. size etc... 



State of Readiness of properties: 



Other Properties only have land ownership: 



Classification of 11 farms with Title deeds using readiness  

Category 4: Ready now – 36% 

Category 3: Ready within 2 years – 9% 

Category 2: Ready within 5 years – 55% 

Category 1: No suitable – 0 farms In
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Geographic distribution of the farms: 

National Biodiversity Economy Strategy 2015 



Results and Synthesis - Conservation benefits:  

A. Land covered by the inspected farms ~ 10 000 ha 

ECPTA’s protected area system = 579 835 ha 

Game Farming Transformation Initiative is likely to contribute ~ 2%  

to protected area expansion  

Expansion of Protected Area Network in the EC Province  

is Targeting 1 599 603 ha by 2032 (20 years strategy) 

 

How can we increase participation in Wildlife Economy 

 and Get more land/areas protected?  

 

Skowno et al. 2012 



B. 12 Local vegetation units to benefit protection: 

 

Locality  Vegetation Type 

Kokstad/Mount 

Alllyf  

1. East Griqualand grassland 

2. Drakensberg Foothill Moist Grassland 

Aliwal North 3. Upper Gariep Alluvial vegetation 

4. Eastern Upper Karoo 

Peddie 5. Great Fish Thicket 

Alice 6. Bisho Thornveld 

East London 7. Buffels Thicket 

Grahamstown 8. Kowie Thicket 

Stutterheim 9. Buffels Thicket 

Port Alfred 10. Kowie Thicket 

Cofimvaba 11. Tsomo grassland 

Fort Beaufort 12. Amathole Mistbelt Grassland 

Mucina and Rutherford  2006 



C. Socio-economic benefits 

National Biodiversity Economy Strategy 2015 

National projected job opportunities 



Concluding remarks 
 

Climate change is a major threat to human wellbeing in different ways, 

particularly in Agricultural food production (IPCC – WG2AR5, 2014) 

Africa has limited adaptive capacity - Poor communities are most  

vulnerable  

Wildlife Economy is best alternative due to requirement of less capital  

investment after establishment of the game farming business   

In South African Context: Land reallocation coupled with effective  

support might bring tangible successes in Wildlife Economy  

e.g. Between 1994 and 2011, over 6.8-million hectares was reallocated to people –  

27% of the target of transferring 24.5-million hectares by 2014 (RSA Land Affairs) 

 
ECPTA GAME TRANSOFRMATION STRAGEGY IS IN PURSUIT OF WILDLIFE  

BENEFITS BY TURNING THE OBLIGATIONS INTO OPPORTUNITIES   

Despite the envisaged potential success, there are apparent challenges: 

        1. Land ownership remains an obstacle due slow processing of claims by 

 RSA Department of Land Affairs (leasing complicates matters).  

Despite the envisaged potential success, there are apparent challenges: 

        2. Extensive poverty make infrastructural capital a limiting factor. 

  

Despite the envisaged potential success, there are apparent challenges: 

        3. Significantly few applicants  confirm that the previously disadvantaged          

 people either have less interest in wildlife economy or they do not 

 know. 
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