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Purpose of the CERT

Expedite environmental reviews

Primary means to submit projects for
environmental review. NGPC & USFWS

Facilitate planning for conservation

Query data layers, make maps, generate
conservation planning report
Aid in SWAP implementation



Tool Development




User Levels

Public - Registration not needed. Map access

Customer — Registration needed. Submit projects fo
Partner — Access to precise location Heritag
Reviewer — Access to all projects

Administrator — Make



Home _ Map Terms & Conditions Help Resources

Nebraska Conservation and Environmental Review Tool

Welcome to the Nebraska Conservation and Environmental Review Tool (CERT) - an interactive tool for
conservation planning and NGPC/USFWS environmental review. The CERT provides conservation
information on biological diversity, protected lands, and other natural resources for planning purposes
and allows users to submit proposed projects for review of potential impacts to threatened, endangered,
and special concern species.

Conservation Planning: The CERT allows users to access conservation information without needing to

register and login. Users can query data layers and download tables with query information. Users can

also make and download maps using the existing data layers or in combination with layers they upload.

To use the CERT for conservation planning, click the Map tab above. For information on querying data
layers or making maps, click the Help tab. In addition, users can register, log in, and use the 'Create
Project’ function to receive a Conservation Planning Report detailing features in the vicinity of their
project.

NGPC/USFWS Environmental Review: To be able to submit proposed projects for environmental review,
users are required to register and login. To register, click on Create New Account. After logging in,

User login

E-mail or username *

0 Password *
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Create Project

Fields marked with red asterisks are required fields.

Project Title *
Enter a descriptive and brief title for this project.

User Project Number(s)
Oreanization-specific project number(s) for user tracking purposes (optional)

Project Type *
Select only one Project Type per project

Agriculture

Communications

() Conservation Planning Report (not an environmental review)
Development

Energy Production/Storage/Transfer

(©) Habitat Conservation and Restoration (non- NRCS project)
(©) Hazard Mitigation

Hazardous Waste Cleanup/Remediation

Mining

(©) NRCS Projects/Practices

Pest Control




Create Project

Project Type *
Select only one Project Type per project

Agriculture
Communications
@ Communication Towers
() Fiber Optic Cable (below ground)

(©) Conservation Planning Report (not an environmental review)

Development

Project Type Activities *
Select at least one project activity.
Access Road

Antenna and/or communication dish installation on existing tower or building
Modification to existing towers

New structures or towers outside existing municipality

New structures or towers within, or immediately adjacent to, existing municipality




Create Project

Project Description *

Funding Source or Permit Requirements *
(©) State funding or permit only

(©) Federal funding or permit only

(©) Both state and federal funding or permit
) Unknown or None of the above

On Behalf Of
(optional) Enter a brief name or acronym if submitting for another organization.

Prepared By
(Optional) If preparer is different than the registered contact person below.

Contact Name *

Rick Schneider

Organization *

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Email *

rschneider3434@omail.com




Create Project

Project Edit Status *
By selecting Final, | certify that this information accurately reflects the project activity.

@ Draft
@) Final

File attachments

Add a new file
Attach supporting documentation here. Please note: This is a two-step process; first Choose the File

and then Upload it to attach to the project. Files added to the project are not permanent until you
save or submit this page.

No file selected.

Upload

Files must be less than 10 MB each.
Allowed file types: doc jpg jpeg gif png txt doc xls pdf ppt pps odt ods odp docx xIsx zip kml kmz.




My Projects

Project Title Contains

Hay Lake Cell Tower

Rosebud Valley shopping mall

Rosebud Valley Cell Tower

Sandhills Burn Conservation
Planning Report

e contirs | | e

User Project Number(s) Contains

Date Submitted

2018-01-10 03:59
PM

2018-01-09 10:04
AM

2018-01-09 09:13
AM

2017-10-05 12:18
PM

User Project
Number(s)

Project Submitted Between (CCYY-MM-DD)

Project Description

Construction of cell tower near Hay Lake

Construction of a shopping mall in the near
Rosebud Valley

Saved
Construction of a cell tower. Saved

Conservation planning report for a prescribed
fire unit Saved




My account Log out

Home _ Map My Projects My Subscription Terms & Conditions Help Resources

Hay Lake Cell Tower

Edit Details Edit/View Shape Generate Report

Project Review Results

Revision date Report Status Report File Boundary Shapefile Species Results for Export

1/10/2018 04:00:00 PM  Generated

Submitted by rschneider3434_24 on Wed, 01/10/2018 - 15:59
Project ID: NE-CERT-000364

Project Edit Status: Draft
Project Type:

o Communications
m Communication Towers
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Environmental Review Report

Project Information

Report Generation Date:
Project Title:

User Project Mumben(s):
Systemn Project 1D:
Project Type:

Froject Activities:

Project Size:

County(s):

Watershed|s):

Watershed(s) HUC 8:
Watershed(s) HUC 12:

Biologically Unique Landscape(s):
Township/Range andfor Section(s):
Latitude/Longitude:

Contact Information

Crganization:

Contact Mame:

Contact Phone:

Contact Email:

Contact Address:
Prepared By:

Submitted On Behalf OF:

Project Description
Construction of cell tower mear Hay Lake

11072018 04:02:31 PM
Hay Lake Cell Tower

ME-CERT-000364

Communications, Communication Towers
Access Road

Mew structures or towers outside existing municipality
5.41 acres

Cherry

Miobrara

Middle Nicbrara

Headwaters North Fork Plum Creek
Chemy County Wetlands

TIDR28WS14

42 5740828 [-100.558185

Mebraska Game and Parks Commission
Rick Schneider

402-471-5569

rschneider34 34i@gmail.com

2200 n. 33rd 5t. Lincoln ME 88503
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Conservation Planning Report

Project Information

Report Generation Date:
Project Title:

User Project Mumber(s):
System Project 10:
Project Type:

Project Activities:
Project Size:

County(s):
Watershed(s):
Watershed(s) HUC &:
Watershed(s) HUC 12:

Biclogically Unigue Landscape(s):
Township/Range andlor Section(s):

Latitude/Longitude:

Contact Information

Organization:

Contact Mame:

Contact Phone:

Contact Email:

Contact Address:
Prepared By:

Submitted On Behalf OF:

Project Description

B/2172017 10:12:33 AM
Ponderosa WMA report
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Conservation Planning Report (not an envirommental review)
Mone Selected
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Upper White

Ash Creek; Hooker Creek-White River; Squaw Cresk
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42640728 /-103.305037

Mebraska Game and Parks Commission
Rick Schneider

402-471-5569
rick.schneiden@nebraska.gov

2200 n. 33rd 5t Lincoln ME 68503

Conservation planning report for the Ponderosa WA
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Use of SWAP

For all partners

Consciously use the SWAP to direct
activities

Many elements of the SWAP are spatial in
nature

Use of the environmental review tool
could assist in consideration of SWAP
priorities




Species of Greatest Conservation
Need

* Tier 1 - 55 species
* Tier 2 - 104 species
» Aquatic and Terrestrial

» Variety of data qualities
— Specific locations
— Modeled locations
— Habitat maps




Tier 1
Species of
Greatest

Conservation
Need

Brown-capped rosy-finch

BIRDS AMPHIBIANS

Boreal toad (Southern Rocky Mountain Population)

Burrowing owl

Columbian sharp-tailed grouse

Golden eagle

Northern leopard Frog

Arkansas darter

Greater sage-grouse

Bluehead sucker

Greater sandhill crane

Bonytail chub

Gunnison sage-grouse

Brassy minnow

Lesser prairie-chicken

Colorado pikeminnow

Mountain plover

Colorado River cutthroat trout

Plains sharp-tailed grouse

Common shiner

Southwestern willow flycatcher

Flannelmouth sucker

Western yellow-billed cuckoo

Flathead chub

MAMMALS

White-tailed ptarmigan

Greenback cutthroat trout

Humpback chub

American pika

Mountain sucker

Black-footed ferret

Northern redbelly dace

Fringed myotis

Orangespotted sunfish

Gunnison’s prairie dog

Orangethroat darter

Little brown myotis

Plains minnow

Lynx

Plains topminnow

New Mexico meadow jumping mouse

Razorback Sucker

Olive-backed pocket mouse

Rio Grande chub

Prebles meadow jumping mouse

Rio Grande cutthroat trout

Spotted bat

Rio Grande sucker

Townsend's big-eared bat ssp.

Roundtail chub

White-tailed prairie dog

Southern redbelly dace

Wolverine

Stonecat

REPTILES

Suckermouth minnow

Colorado checkered whiptail

Massasauga




Table 7 - Continued.

Colorado's 2015 State Wildlife Action Plan

Greater sandhill crane  Population Status and Trend Distribution Type Habitat Primary
Medium D Stable D Southemn Rocky Mountains P Agriculture
. . Refer to existing conservation, Utah-Wyoming Rocky P Wetlands
Grus canadensis tabida management, and recovery plans or Mountains Colorado Plateau - Wyoming []
Tier 1 Birds assessments for detailed discussion Wyoming Basin P Basins Rivers
of threats and conservation actions  Colorado Plateau O  Foothill and Mountain ]
needed. Grasslands
Mountain Streams ]
General Threat Specific Threat General Conservation Action  Specific Conservation Action Priority
042 Utility & Service Lines  Collision with wind turbines and 5.3 Private Sector Standards & Implement Best Management M

utility lines

Codes

Practices for energy development
and utility line
development/placement

072 Dams & Water Loss or degradation of wetland 2.3 Habitat & Natural Process Maintain wetlands in San Luis Valley M
Management/Use habitat Restoration that support migrating cranes
07.3 Other Ecosystem Natural system modification - 5.4 Compliance & Enforcement Enforce 404 wetlands regulations M
Maodifications wetland filling
131 Complete distribution in Need improved knowledge of 8.0 Research & Maonitoring Improve understanding of M
Colorado unknown breeding distribution species/habitat distribution (field
inventory, modeling, ground-truthing)
02.1 Annual & Perennial Non- Reduction in food resources - loss of 3.1 Species Management Develop collaborative management L
Timber Crops small grain fields agreements
02.1 Annual & Perennial Non- Reduction in food resources - loss of 5.2 Policies & Regulations Encourage use of Farm Bill and L
Timber Crops small grain fields other incentive programs
02.1 Annual & Perennial Non- Reduction in food resources - loss of 7.2 Alliance & Partnership Develop partnerships to help L
Timber Crops small grain fields Development maintain small grain farming in the
Yampa Valley
06.1 Recreational Activities  Motorized and non-motorized 2.1 Site/Area Management Manage public use to be compatible L
recreation with biodiversity, including seasonal
closures where necessary
06.1 Recreational Activities  Motorized and non-motorized 4.3 Awareness & Fublish educational L
recreation Communications material/sponsor educational
praograms to raise public awareness
14 2 Low annual recruitment Low annual recruitment 8.0 Research & Maonitoring Research population parameters L

and/or monitor status




Colorado Wildlife Action Plan:
Proposed Rare Plant Addendum

By Colorado Ndfural_ Heritage Program s

. For, 3 ”
The Colorado Rare Plant Conservation Initiative

" June 2011 it B




Spatial Data in the SWAP




Aquatic Priority Watersheds
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Revised CHAT for SGCN

Colorado Crucial Habitat Habitat Priority Level &‘“‘"""a
Tier 1 Terrestrial ~ ~~ Major Rivers @ 4 H :
Animals and Plants /\/ Interstates ®: 5

E] Counties ’ 3 Cowraso




Climate Change Vulnerability

Projected Change in Average
Annual Temperature in 2050

Average Annual Temperature

2050 Hottest Scenario [




SWAP Mapped Data

» Aquatic condition

» Landscape integrity

* Wetland/riparian impact

» Terrestrial habitat conditions
* Others




Data Sharing Considerations




Data Sharing Considerations

 Statutory limitations - private lands
» Data sensitivity - species locations

* Synchronization with other processes -
e.g., HB 1298 and COGCC rule-making

« Workload and consistency

« Other agencies may be similar




Data Sharing Considerations

* The Environmental Review Tool provides
safeguards to address many of these
concerns

 These concerns are not roadblocks, but
they are hurdles which we will need to
consider and work through
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Stewardship Planning

1. Information Gathering
. Existing data & local knowledge

2. Resource Inventory and Condition Analysis
e Vegetation
e Wildlife
e Noxious Weeds
e Geology/Soils/Hydrology
e Cultural/Paleo

3. Comprehensive Stewardship Plan
e Significant Features and Sensitivity Zoning
e Resource Objectives & Actions
e«  Monitoring Plans
Management Prescriptions

Stewardship Plans



Environmental/Cultural

Review

for Development Projects 5 x

» Review of all ground-disturbing projects on State

Parks to ensure proper consultation

 GIS analysis - project footprint over

hath.

laid with fine

scale mapping of species habitat anc

* Project locations adjusted to avoid s

location data

pecies or, if

adjustment is not possible, consultation/permits

necessary to carry out the project.
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La AddWorkspacelayersToMXD .py - L\parks\tools\python\AddWorkspacelayersToMXD .py (2.7.13)

File Edit Format Run Options Window Help

ort arcpy, oS
from arcpy import env

arcpy.mapping.MapDocument ("CURRENI")

the workspace for ListFeatureClasses
.env.workspace = arcpy.GetParameterAsText (0)
overwrite option
env.overwriteQuctput = True

df = arcpy.mapping.ListDataFrames (mxd,
arcpy.env.extent = df.extent

mEmy 0]

dsList =
for ds in

arcpy.ListDatasets (""",
dsList:

"Feature")

arcpy.ListFeatureClasses ("*", """, ds)

fclist =
for fclist:

for FC in

tr

addLaver = arcpv.mapping.Laver (FC)
addLayer.name = FC
addLayer.visible = False
arcpy.mapping.AddLayer (df,

addLayer, "AUTC ARRRNGE"™)

r lyr in arcpy.mapping.ListlLayers (mxd,
cnt = int (arcpy.GetCount management (lyr) .getCutpuat (0))
if ent < 1:

arcpy.mapping. RemovelLayer (df, 1lyr)
del addLayer

may

print "problem with:
#del addLayer

pass

" 4+ str(FC)

del

fclist

FC

del

"FINISHED!™
#arcpv.hddMessage ("Error w/layer: "
#pass

prin
+ str({CurrentFClayer.name))

$mxd.save () § need to =ave the mxd to save the changes
arcpy.RefreshTOC ()

arcpy.RefreshlictiveView ()

arcpy.addMessage ("Appropriate Feature Layers Added"™)
mxd. save

del

m=d

3 Add Workspace Layers To View Extents — O bt

Select Workspace
| Database Connections\MNonSAM, sde

oK | | Cancel | |Er1-.riror1mer1ts... | | Show Help ==

# skip proklematic layers
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« Each of CPW’s four regions has an energy liaison and land use
coordinator.

* Energy Liaison’s
* Weekly review of proposed energy (0&G, wind, solar)

projects.

« Coordinate with appropriate wildlife officers and
biologists.

* Meet with applicants to discuss avoiding sensjki

and.time frames (e.g., breeding seasons).
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Brandon Marette, CWB® -

NE Region Energy Liaison and Land Use Coordinator



« Land Use Coordinator’s
* For projects that cross CPW'’s areas or regions, this
person coordinates CPW’s response.

Brandon Marette, CWB® -
NE Region Energy Liaison and Land Use Coordinator
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Lunch (12:00-1:00)

Next: Panel 2: Natural Climate Solutions: Benefits for
Nature and People

WIFI:
Network name (SSID): “csu-guest”

Once connected: open a web browser and you should be
prompted to accept the CSU Acceptable Usage Policy to go
online.
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environmental review, the proposed project boundary is based on the project area that you submit. If the project area,
location, or type of project changes, the project should be resubmitted if you wish to receive updated information for
the revised project. If additional information becomes available, the review may need to be reconsidered. We
recommend that projects be resubmitted for review if one year has passed since the most recent review.

Introduction

The Mebraska Game and Parks Commission (Commission) and the U.S.. Fish and Wildlife Service (Senvice)

hawe special concems for endangered and threatensed species, migratory birds, and other fish and wildlife and their
habitats. Habitats frequenty wsed by fish and wildlife species are wetlands, streams, ripanian (stream side) woodlands,
amd grasslands. Special attention is given fo proposed developments that include modification of wetlands, stream
alteration, loss of riparian habitat, or contamination of habitats. When this occurs, the Commission and Service
recommends ways to avoid, minimize, or compensate for adverse effects to fish and wildlife and their habitats.

The Commission has responsibility for protecting statelisted endangered and threatened species under authority of the
and Endangered Species Conservation Act (NESCA) (Meb, Bev, Stat, § 37-801 to 37-811). Pursuant to §
37-807 (3) of NESCA, all state agencies shall, in consultation with the Commission, insure projects they authorize (i.e.,
issue a permit fior), fund or camy out do not jeopardize the continued existence of state-listed endangered or threatensd
species or result in the destruction or modification of habitat of such species which is detemined by the Commission to
be critical. If a proposed project may affect state-listed species or designated critical habitat, further consultation with

The Senvice has responsibility for conservation and management of fish and wildlife resources for the benefit of the
American public under the following authorities: 1) Endangered Species Act of 1873 (ESA); 2) Fish and Wildlife
Coordination Act; 3) Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act; and 4) Migratory Bird Treaty Act. The Mational
Emvironmental Policy Act (MEFPA) requires compliance with all of these statutes and regulations.

Pursuant to section T{al(2) of ESA, every federal agency, shall in consultation with the Service, ensure that an action
they authorize, fund, or camy out is not likely to jecpardize the continued existence of a listed species or result in the
destruction or adverse modification of designated critical habitat. If a proposed project may affect federally listed
species or designated critical habitat, section 7 consultation is reguired with the Service. It is the responsibility of the
federal action agency to fully evaluate all potential effects (direct and indirect) that may occur to a listed species and
critical habitat in the action area. The federal agency provides their effects determination to the Senvice for
concumence. If federally listed species and'or designated/proposed crtical habitat would be adversely affected by
implementation of the project, the federal agency will need to fomally request further section 7 consultation with the
Service prior to making any imetrievable or imeversible commmitment of federal funds (section 7(d) of ESA), or issuing
any federal permits or licenses.

Informal consultation pursuant to NESCA and ESA can be completed by using the Conservation and Environmerntal
Review Tool (CERT). The CERT analyzes the project type and location, and provides a series of habitat questions and
conservation conditions in this report, if applicable. Project proponents can agres to implement consenvation
conditions as outlined in the report and applicable to the project type by signing in the designated areas and uploading
the signed PDF as part of their "final® project submittal. The Commission and the Sendce concur that by agreeing to
and immplementing the conservation conditions as outlined, then such projects are not likely to adversely affect listed
species and further consultation is not required.  If the report indicates the project "May Affect” listed species, then
further comsultation with the Commission andior the Service is required.

Overall Results
The following result is based on a detsiled analysis of your project.

= Maore infomnation is needed — see section below




3 Possible Outcomes for Overall Results

No Effect (good to go)
More Information Neede

May Affect (cons



Blowout Penstemon
This project is within the range of the state and federally listed endangered blowout penstemon (Penstemon haydenii).
Habitat Question for Blowout Penstemon:

Do the Project Limits or the area of potential effect include well-developed open sand blowouts?

Unknown
No. Conservation conditions are not needed for this species unless otherwise indicated.

Yes. The following conservation conditions must be implemented in order to avoid adverse impacts on on
Blowout Penstemon:

Survey for presence/absence of blowout penstemen during the flowering period (May 15 to June 30) prior to ground
disturbing activities or broadcast herbicide application. If the species is found during the survey, further consultation
with the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is required prior to
commencement of project activities. If the species is not found during the survey, work may proceed.




Conservation Conditions Agreement

IF one or more of the habitat questions were answered with "Yes", insert an "X" at one of the two options below:
For all species for which there is habitat present (as indicated by checking "yes" to a habitat question) |
understand and agree to implement the conservation conditions for those species as indicated.

Applicant/project proponent signature Date
| have concerns regarding one or more of the required conditions and will attach a separate document with an
explanation when | submit the project for the Final review in the CERT. Consultation with NGPC and/or USFWS staff
will follow.

IF one or more habitat questions were answered with "Unknown", then consultation will be required and you will be
contacted by NGPC and/or USFWS staff.

Certification

| certify that ALL of the project information in this report (including project location, project size/configuration, project
type, project activities, answers to questions) is true, accurate, and complete. In addition, if the project type, activities,
location, size, or configuration changes, or if any of the answers to any questions that were asked during this online
review change, | agree to re-do the online environmental review.

Applicant/project proponent signature
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System Project ID: NEDE-118-DEV Report Generation Date: 4/25/2017 DB:50:48 AM

Table 1. Documented Ococurrences within 3 Miles of Project:
Special status species (Tier 1 and 2 at-risk species and additional 51-53 plants) and special areas
Species status assessments for selected at-risk species can be found here:

http:lloutdoornebraska.govinaturallegacyproject

Caltha palustris

Cardamine pensylvanica
Carex aguatilis var. substricta
Carex prairea

Chrosomus eos

Cygnus buccinator
Doellingeria umbellata var. pubens
Ericphorum angustifolium war.
angustifolium

Fundulus sciadicus

Gratiola neglecta

Lilium philadelphicum

Margariscus nachtriebi
Menyanthes trifcliata
Muhlenbergia glomerata
Mumenius americanus

Muphar variegata

Ophioglossum pusillum

Triadenum fraseri

Zizania palustris

Yellow Marsh-marigold
Fennsylvania Bitter Cress
Water Sedge

Fen Panicled Sedge
Morthem Redbelly Dace
Trumpeter Swan

Flat-top Aster

Tall Cotton-grass

Flains Topminnow
Clammy Hedge-hyssop
Wood Lily

Fearl Dacs

Bog Buckbean

Spiked Muhly
Long-billed Curlew
‘Yellow Pond-lity
Northem Adder's-tongue
Marsh-st. John's-wort
Morthem Wild-rice

Table 2. Documented Occurrences in Immediate Vicinity of Project (project review area):

Special status species (Tier 1 and 2), natural communities, and special areas

Caltha palustris
Cardamine pensylvanica
Carex aguatilis var. substricta

Yellow Marsh-marigold
Fennsylvania Bitter Cress
Water Sedge
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