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ENVIRONMENTAL ETHICS
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HOLMES ROLSTON, 111, is professor of philosophy at Colorado State
University and associate editor of Emvironmental Ethics, in addition to
being a field naturalist and a bryologist.

“Here are fifteen essays written from the late 1960s to the mid-1980s
by a pioneering environmental ethicist. The collection is divided into
four sections: ethics and nature, values in nature, environmental
philosophy in practice, and nature in experience. . . . Rolston’s writing
often evokes the best of American philosophy of nature. He writes
with flair and grace. The book is good reading because it is good
literature. Rolston raises unsettling questions [and] a formidable
challenge. The agenda is well set.”

“An essential volume for anyone even remotely interested in environ-
mental philosophy. . . . An excellent discussion and documentation of
the environmental turn in philosophy.”

“This is a gem of a book! On nearly every page, one encounters emi-
nently quotable passages—pithy aphorisms, metaphors on environ-
mental ethics. . . . There is much substance in this book. Buy it and
loan it around, generously.”

“Outstanding, sensitive, insightful, deep, and illuminating, . . . com-
bines the depth of detail of the best phenomenological description,
along with an analytical skill that is a mark of clarity and good
sense . . . combines poetic sensibility and literary power.”

“Most challenging [and] especially to be welcomed—not the least
because Rolston knows how to write for normal people, and not merely
for fellow academics. . . . I truly envy those who are in such harmony
with genuine, untouched nature.”

“A complementary volume to A Sand County Almanac. . . . A delightful
presentation of the environmental turn in philosophy.”

“An important book that deserves a wide student readership. . . .
Highly appropriate for ecology . . . and philosophy courses, as well
as courses dealing with environmental law and policy-making.”
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