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Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory

Conservation of Birds and their Habitats ...

Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory

Founded in 1988

501(c)3 Member-supported organization
Offices in Colorado and Nebraska

Work in 13 US states and Mexico
Headquarters at Barr Lake S.P., Brighton, CO
~50 FTE’s; ~75 seasonals
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RMBO Stewardship Te am Population declines: North American
Breeding Bird Survey (BBS) 1966-2007

Avg. Annual Total

rate of population

ecies decline Loss (40 yrs)
S ’s Pipit -3.9% -80%
Grassk Sparrow 3.6% -718%
aird’s Sparrow -3.4% -75%
hestnut-collared Longspur 2.8% 69%
ountain Plover 2.7% -67%

Addresses hird conservation issues by.
seeking cooperative and voluntary
partnerships with landewners and land
managers.



http://www.nfwf.org/
http://www.nfwf.org/

Agriculture At Risk
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Species Conservation: The Mountain Plover

» Eats beetles, grasshoppers,
crickets, ants

Major predators — ground
squirrel, swift fox, coyote,
bullsnake, raptors

High fidelity to breeding site

Unigue two clutches per pair —
male incubates the first nest,
female the second

“Scrape” for a nest

RMBOStewardship Conservation Model
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Habitat Economic
Projects Diversification

Range of the Mountain Plover




Mountain Plover Breeding Habitat

® Short Vegetation <3in
® Bare Ground 30%+
® Flat, Open Terrain

® Shortgrass Prairie
* Prairie Dog Colonies
*® Cultivated Land

Nests Marked 2003 -2008

Total Nests 375

Weld County 227 (60%)
Prowers County 39 (11%)
Baca County 33 (9%)

Kiowa County 31 (8%)
Lincoln County 17 (5%)

Average Nest Success - 65%
23% nests depredated
4% nests tilled

Nest Marking and Monitoring
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Simple Conservation Efforts

Habitat Projects

Grazing Management

Invasive Species Management

Simple Conservation Efforts

High Plains Projects

Lesser; Prairie Chicken
Range/CRP & Targeted
Outreach

Watershed Scale Invasive Woody
Plant Removal




Intermountain West Projects

Before Juniper.Removal

After Juniper Removal

‘Wet meadow restoration

June 2008 - June 2014 Accomplishments
» 700 projects enhancing over 460,000 acres

«Utilized/secured over $14 million in Farm Bill funding
*$16 million in Partner Funds

*Conducted 1,170 landowner visits/reached over 10,000
individuals through outreach efforts

Landscape Level Impacts

¢ Tremendous efforts for sage grouse conservation,
NRCS-SGI and others
- 2.1 million acres of “grazing systems”

- 875,000 acres of juniper removal in OR alone




Multispecies Landscape Priorities

Conservation Problem = Opportunity?

Loss, fragmentation and deterioration of sagebrush
vegetation

Apparent long-term decline of sagebrush birds
Several bird species of conservation concern

Greater Sage-Grouse habitat management
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Rocky Mountaiti News:
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9. Migration

9. Birds Don’t Recognize Political
Boundaries

Tarabillas Valley, ~30 km al este de El Sueco, Chihuahua




Qutreach and restoration in
Chihuahuan grasslands

What’s driving rapid land-use change in the
Valles Centrales of Chihuahua?

Poor
Mgt.

Degraded
Range

Reduced
Productivity

Collaborators:
American Bird Conservancy (ABC)
Teme SEvEre) Pronatura Noreste
Profits Drought Cuenca Los Ojos Foundation

Ri0 Grande Joint Venture

The Nature Conservancy

Secretary of Ecology - State of
Chihuahua

National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation (NFWF)
Commission for Environmental
Cooperation (CEC)

Neotropical Migratory Bird
Conservation Act (NMBCA)

US Fish & WildlifesService



